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 ______ñAuthentic Careò  PRAYER MINISTRY APR. 1, 2017 
Unspoken (2)                                                                                                                                                                                       
To our men and women serving in the armed forces 
To our Church families & persons missing from our families 
Continued Prayers for those recovering from surgeries, grieving or illness 
Ellen Shawgo 

 

 

Easter  is a  

new beginningé 

Easter brings joy!  

Easter is the coming  

of springtimeé 

Easter  brings smiles!  

Easter is to thank the Lord  

for all the blessings  

in your life!  

Happy Easter  
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjympua-cnSAhWDz4MKHahLDtYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkid.com%2Feaster-cross-cliparts%2F&psig=AFQjCNGT75zXZ9w67fL_w7n2EHjQlVLjPw&ust=1489166916775855
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiTpZ7A-cnSAhUS84MKHaJ3ATMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2F2f6104d6301afc0d3015887fcc81f6854695e5db%2Feaster-sunday-christian-clipar
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I want to offer a very special thanks to my church families. Decem-
ber 30th seems like a long time ago, but I am still healing and pro-
gressing from the surgery I had.  
My Church family brought me meals, sent me cards, reminded me 
that people were praying for me, shuttled me where I needed to go, 
made sure I had medicine and anything else I needed.  
You all showed me love care and your patience. 
I wish there was something I could do to repay all that has been giv-
en me to see me through my surgery and recovery.  
Please know how grateful I am for all your great care and love. And 
please know how glad I am to be apart of these wonderful churches 
where church family means something important. And you work to 
follow the Lordôs commands to love and encourage each other. 
Thank you so much.                                                                                                           

                                                                        Charlie  

************************************************  

 

Sending a grateful thank you to all of those who helped out in the 
kitchen for last Saturday's Christians Got Talent show at the 
Hub.  Wilma, Karen, Kay, Joyce, Stella, Carol, Donna and Marilyn for 
donating the desserts, chips and deviled eggs -- which by the way, 
as usual, were enjoyed by all!  And thanks also to the gang who set 
up, cleaned up and manned the kitchen during the meal.  These 
faithful folks are always just a phone call away or some don't even 
need a call - they just are THERE when they see a need!  Wilma, 
Kay, Joyce, Marilyn, Donna, Carol, Robert, Al, KIrby and probably 
more for cleanup that I missed.  I apologize if I left anybody out ---
  not intentional, just normal "OLD AGE forgetfulness"!!!.  Just 
know that each one who helped was appreciated for supporting this 
mission and for making my job a piece of cake!  Sue Zimmerman 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwir7f7H1NjSAhXM1IMKHQBNAmkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fthank-you-clip-art&psig=AFQjCNEDozsFkvMJ_M5DXtVe2SV6hB-abQ&ust=14896724463533
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 Mason City 
United Methodist Church 
Mason City UMC 
100 E. Pine Street 
Mason City, IL  : 2664 
(217) 482-5551 
mcumc@casscomm.com 
  

Pastor:  
Charles McDonald 
(217) 264-7533 
(217)482-5551 (office) 
311 N. Tonica Street 
Mason City, IL 62664 
 
 

Sister Church Office; 
San Jose United Methodist 
600 South 1st Street   
PO Box 258 
San Jose, IL  62682 
   
Phone (309)-247-3232 
sjumc@mediacomm.net 
 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
    Bishop Frank Beard 

 

Sangamon River District 
http://www.igrc.org/sangamonriver 
Rev. Terry Harter, Superintendent 

 

The Mason City and San Jose  
United Methodist Churches  
  work together as a charge,  

     sharing a pastor and  
share in ministries to the area. 

 
 

PUBLICATION Schedule: 

The Mason City Messenger is 
published periodically as 
needed.  Calendar items, 
news, and articles should be 
given to Pastor Charlie and 
the church office in writing, 
or by e-mail.  Please submit 
information early,  submit 
regularly, and provide all the 
details for upcoming ministry 
events!    
 
 

PUBLISHER:  
    Our newsletter is a ministry of 
our church. Volunteers collect and 
develop news and articles each 
week and share in the processing 
and  mailing of the newsletter. 
 

 Volunteers are appreciated.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEED THE NEED 
 
 
 
 

WINTER WARMUPS is the theme for FEED THE NEED for the 
month of January. Please donate any warmth related foods items to 
the Mason City Food Pantry. Suggested items could include: 

soupsðcans and mixes, hot chocolate, coffee, tea, etc.  Items may 
be brought to the East Entryway of the church.  As always, any 
items youôve generally given in the past are always accepted. 
Thanks for helping support the Food Pantry Ministry.  Your dona-

tions are always appreciated! 

 Did You Know?  We offer a link on our web site for free online 
versions of the Bible, including a free AUDIO Bible Player which is 
searchable?  Go to web site www.masoncityumc.org  Choose the 
ñSpiritual Formationò tab, then click on ñBible.ò (or enter  http://
www.biblegateway.com/resources/audio/ ) into your browser.  Select the 

Bible Version; Book, chapter, and verse/s; search to locate, them click the little 
speaker symbol to ñPlay Audio Bibleò offered by BibleGateWay.  Note: Multiple ver-
sions  and formats are available.  Do you listen to music while you work?  
Consider listening to the Bible!  

 

50,)&4 0,53 
 
 
 

)Ó Á ×ÏÍÅÎƦÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÎƦÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÇÒÏÕÐ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÍÅÅÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ʨÒÄ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ 
ÁÔ ʦʦƙʩʪÁÍ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ (5"ƚ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ 

ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÆÕÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐƚ 3ÉÇÎ 
ÕÐ ÓÈÅÅÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÏÒ ÃÁÌÌ %ÌÅÁÎÏÒ "ÅÒÇÍÁÎ ÏÒ 
*ÏÙÃÅ #ÏÎËÌÅÎ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

ÎÅØÔ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇƚ 
 

7Å ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ Á ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÍÅÁÌ ÏÆ 2ÅÕÂÅÎ ÓÁÎÄ×ÉÃÈÅÓƗ 
ÐÏÔÁÔÏ ÓÏÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÐÉÅƚ  

!Ó ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ &ÒÉÔÚ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ƧÈÕÍÏÒƨ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ 
#ÏÎÎÉÅ Ÿ %ÌÅÁÎÏÒ ÇÁÖÅ Á ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇƚ 

 
 /ÕÒ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ -ÁÒÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á ÌÏÖÅ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
%ÌÌÅÎ 3ÈÁ×ÇÏ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÄÅÆÒÁÙ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÅØÐÅÎÓÅÓƚ 

 

 
fFEED THE NEED!!!! 

 Feed the need for the month of APRIL is Stepping into Spring with 
SUPER SIDES. Please donate any related  items to the Mason City 
Food Pantry .  Suggested items macôcheese, potatoes, pasta, pud-
ding, canned vegetables & fruits  etc. Items may be brought to the 
west hallway (across from office).  As always, any items youôve gen-
erally given in the past are always accepted. Your donations are al-
ways appreciated! 
                                           

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiC8eSOpsLSAhVo7IMKHUytDx0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartfest.com%2Fcategories%2Fview%2Fecf825e25abeb4744e65ffc77ac435bf20e99648%2Fcanned-corn-clipart.html&psig=
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjziJS8psLSAhVD6IMKHSpjA7MQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkid.com%2Fmacaroni-and-cheese-cliparts%2F&psig=AFQjCNHVbInFonl69Un0a5iigDiNEQ4J-g&ust=1488904185261811
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiy0r3xpsLSAhWj2YMKHSaIAQkQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcrosswordcorner.blogspot.com%2F2016%2F09%2Fsaturday-sep-3rd-2016-mary-lou-guizzo.html&bvm=bv.148747831,d.amc&ps
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PASTORS NOTE  

April  2017 
 
 
 

                     Thirsty on the Cross by Max Lucado  
 
 
ñJesusô final act on earth was intended to win your trust. This is the 
final act of Jesusô life. In the concluding measure of his earthly 
composition, we hear the sounds of a thirsty man. And through his 

thirstðthrough a sponge and a jar of cheap wineðhe leaves a final appeal.   ñYou can trust me.ò 
Jesus. Lips cracked and mouth of cotton. Throat so dry he couldnôt swallow, and voice so 

hoarse he could scarcely speak. He is thirsty. To find the last time moisture touched these lips 
you need to rewind a dozen hours to the meal in the upper room. Since tasting that cup of wine, 
Jesus has been beaten, spat upon, bruised, and cut. He has been a cross-carrier and sin-bearer, 
and no liquid has salved his throat. He is thirsty. 

Why doesnôt he do something about it? Couldnôt he? Did he not cause jugs of water to be 
jugs of wine? Did he not make a wall out of the Jordan River and two walls out of the Red Sea? 
Didnôt he, with one word, banish the rain and calm the waves? Doesnôt Scripture say that he 
ñturned the desert into poolsò (PSALM 107:35 NIV) and ñthe hard rock into springsò (PSALM 114:8 
NIV)? 

Did God not say, ñI will pour water on him who is thirstyò (ISAIAH. 44:3NKJV)? 
If so, why does Jesus endure thirst? While we are asking this question, add a few more. 

Why did he grow weary in Samaria (John 4:6), disturbed in Nazareth (Mark 6:6), and angry in the 
Temple (John 2:15)? Why was he sleepy in the boat on the Sea of Galilee (Mark 4:38), sad at the 
tomb of Lazarus (John 11:35), and hungry in the wilderness (Matt. 4:2)? 

Why? And why did he grow thirsty on the cross? He didnôt have to suffer thirst. At least, not 
to the level he did. Six hours earlier heôd been offered drink, but he refused it. 

They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). 
Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. And they crucified him. Divid-
ing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get. (Mark 15:22ï24 NIV, italics mine) 

Before the nail was pounded, a drink was offered. Mark says the wine was mixed with 
myrrh. Matthew described it as wine mixed with gall. Both myrrh and gall contain sedative proper-
ties that numb the senses. But Jesus refused them. He refused to be stupefied by the drugs, opt-
ing instead to feel the full force of his suffering. 
Why? Why did he endure all these feelings? Because he knew you would feel them too. He knew 

you would be weary, disturbed, and angry. He knew youôd be sleepy, grief-stricken, and hungry. 

He knew youôd face pain. If not the pain of the body, the pain of the soul é pain too sharp for any 

drug. He knew youôd face thirst. If not a thirst for water, at least a thirst for truth, and the truth we 

glean from the image of a thirsty Christ isðhe understands. And because he understands, we can 

come to him.ò As we move closer to the Good Friday event and the wonder of Easter remember it 

was all done for us!            

                                                           Charlie  
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GREETERS 

  
                             EAST                                                                   WEST                                                                
04.02.17      Wilma Blessman   Joanne Burris          Michelle Tibbs  Debbie Duitscher                                       
04.09.17      Sue & Bill Zimmerman                          Carol & Bill Conover 
04.16.17      Debbie Duitcher   Diane Kirby               Sue & Bill Zimmerman 
04.23.17      Connie and Bri McLaughlin                  Donna Morgan   Gen Thies 
04.30.17       Becky Sidwell   Charlotte Surratt          Donna Imig    Marilyn Buse 
  
 

         

USHERS                                                 

 
04.02.17   Wilma Blessman   Joanne Burris  Michelle Tibbs 
04.09.17  Carol Himmel  Gloria Bess   Sue Zimmerman 
04.16.17  Debbie Duitcher  Diane Kirby  Joyce Conklen 

04.23.17  Sue Zimmerman   Connie McLaughlin  Bri McLaughlin 
04.30.17  Donna Imig   Marilyn Buse  Wilma Blessman 

 
 
 
 

                 LITURGIST                                          
 

04.02.17   Carol Himmel 
04.09.17  Karen Miller 
04.16.17  Carol Conover 
04.23.17  Ellen Eigenbrod 
04.30.17  Diane Kirby 

                                
                   

                                                              
                                      
 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj9ponMisjKAhXEk4MKHV3GCeYQjRwICTAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparty.co%2Feaster-clip-art-images%2F&psig=AFQjCNFE8jWvOGDVo7uW8TCgVgQFjzP1pA&ust=1453918493799444
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj39PqknsLSAhUCw4MKHXkiCjcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fkeywordsuggest.org%2Fgallery%2F358969.html&psig=AFQjCNHufKe-KgAulq1wr2bEarhwtAdrsw&ust=1488901957012576
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2nd SUN 9:15 am      Sunday School 
   10:30 am      WORSHIP Celebrationï Communion (Team D) 
                                                                                                                                
4th  Tue 6:00 pm       Boy Scout Troop # 189  
5th    Wed      6:30     pm      SPRC MEETING @ SJUMC                      
                                                                                   
9th    SUN    9:15       am      Sunday School 
            10:30       am      WORSHIP CelebrationïPalm SundayðPuppets 4 Christ  
                   11:30       am     AD COUNCIL, TRUSTEES, FINANCIAL, ENDOWMENT  MEETING 
                                                    
11th  Tue       6:00 pm      Boy Scout Troop  # 189 
                      6:00     pm      Bible Study 
12th Wed       6:00 pm    Son Shine Ringers 
   6:30 pm Grace Note Singers    
13th  Thu      7:00     pm      MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICES @ SJUMC  
14th  Fri        7:00     pm      GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES @ MCUMC 
 
16th   SUN    6:30     am      SUN RISE SERVICES @ SJUMC (breakfast following) 
                      9:15   am      Sunday School 
   10:30 am     WORSHIP Celebrationï EASTERñ-Grace Note Singers 
  
18th  Tue       6:00     pm     Boy Scout Troop # 189 
20th   Thu     11:45    am      UPLIFT PLUS @ THE HUB  
                                      
23rd SUN        9:15   am      Sunday School 
                      10:30 am     WORSHIP CelebrationïSon Shine Ringers 
                                                   
25th Tue 6:00 pm Boy Scout Troop # 189 
26th Wed      6:00   pm Son Shine Ringers 
   7:00 pm Grace Note Singers    

 
30th   SUN     9:15     am      Sunday School 
                     10:30     am      Worship Celebration                                                                

 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjPoKvfoMLSAhXJ7oMKHQTyAF8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2F2ndinline.blogspot.com%2F2013_03_01_archive.html&psig=AFQjCNHufKe-KgAulq1wr2bEarhwtAdrsw&ust=1488901957012576
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj7wfvwocLSAhUIxoMKHYJpDIMQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F354940014354486862%2F&psig=AFQjCNHCATjIJ6g_WAHuxpe_uULq6l2MFg&ust=1488902958027239
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 Mason City  United Methodist Church 
 100 E Pine Street   
 Mason City, IL  62664 

 
                                 
 

ñPuppets 4 Christò 
will participate in our Worship Celebration  

 on Sunday April 9 ,2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APRIL 9,2017 é.PALM SUNDAY SERVICES..10:30AM..MCUMC 

APRIL 13, 2017  MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICES...7PM..SJUMC  

APRIL 14,2017..GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES...7PM..MCUMC  

APRIL 16, 2017..SUN RISE SERVICES.. 6:30AM..SJUMC  

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES..10:30AM..MCUMC  

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjp3PK5p8LSAhVF4YMKHbD9BtgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwomenslifestyle.com%2Fapril-events%2F&bvm=bv.148747831,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGbaFU951Ng5t-t7pHw7z8pl2UrDA&ust=14889043
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiAwO_wsMLSAhVI7oMKHdkWCJ8QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F12314598955475200%2F&psig=AFQjCNGVmChR77L7dzlq7UEemTpL5gbqnw&ust=1488906198993521
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiAwO_wsMLSAhVI7oMKHdkWCJ8QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F12314598955475200%2F&psig=AFQjCNGVmChR77L7dzlq7UEemTpL5gbqnw&ust=1488906198993521

